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The Amazon Data Center at Wallula Gap
Straight answers on Water, Power, and Why Amazon
	1.  WATER



HOW MUCH WATER WILL THIS FACILITY USE?
The 554-acre Amazon site currently grows feed corn under irrigation. That land requires approximately 406 million gallons of water per year (WSU Extension data).

	The data center is expected to use less than one-third of that.
Port Executive Director Reay confirmed this publicly:
"At 500 acres, they are less than the current agricultural water consumption that we use on our farm."
— Walla Walla Union-Bulletin, Feb. 13, 2026



WHY IS WATER USE SO MUCH LOWER THAN EXPECTED?
Because this is a cloud computing facility, not an AI training center. Cloud servers run cooler and use air-cooling as the primary method — supplemental water is only needed during peak summer heat. In contrast, AI training facilities run GPU clusters that require continuous liquid cooling at 4–8x higher power density.

	
	Cloud — Wallula Gap
	AI Training (NOT this)

	Cooling method
	Air-cooled
	Liquid cooling

	Power per rack
	10–30 kW
	60–120 kW

	Water use
	Seasonal & limited
	Continuous & intensive



WHAT ABOUT THE MORROW COUNTY SETTLEMENT?
Opponents point to a $20.5M Morrow County, OR settlement in March 2026 as evidence that Amazon contaminates water. Here is what that case actually involved:
1. The contamination was agricultural nitrates in Eastern Oregon groundwater — documented since 1991, a decade before Amazon operated in the region
1. Amazon's data center cooling water does not add chemicals to groundwater. This should be common sense: nitrates take years to create issues
1. The settlement fund is legally restricted to water quality infrastructure improvements — it has no bearing on the Wallula Gap project

	2.  POWER
Grid impact, energy demand, and what AWS actually runs



WHAT DOES AWS ACTUALLY POWER?
AWS runs approximately one-third of all global cloud infrastructure. The services it supports include:
1. Telehealth platforms rural Eastern Washington residents depend on for remote medical care
1. Online education systems used by schools and community colleges across the region
1. Precision agriculture tools and farm management platforms
1. State and local government digital services

This is not luxury technology. It is infrastructure, comparable in importance to roads and electrical grids.

POWER DEMAND: CLOUD VS. AI TRAINING
The power demand concern is real for AI training facilities. This is not one of those. Cloud CPU servers draw 10–30 kW per rack. AI GPU clusters draw 60–120 kW per rack, 4 to 8 times higher. The distinction matters significantly for grid planning.

GRID INFRASTRUCTURE
A project of this scale requires transmission and substation upgrades. Those infrastructure costs are borne by the project — not utility ratepayers. Regional grid improvements that result from this investment benefit all users in the area for decades. And easements have been secured for any future upgrades according to Columbia REA

POWER RATES
Columbia REA has done an awesome job of rolling out their plan of how to mitigate the electrical rate impact in a nutshell by running effectively two companies, ours as existing and Amazons who gets power from the variable market, pays for all infrastructure and staffing, which will be substantial and more economically beneficial to our county.

	3.  WHY DO BUSINESS WITH AMAZON?
Why this company, why this deal, why now (most of this information gleaned from one of the Port commissioners who had the opportunity to visit these sites and has prior historical knowledge of working with Amazon.



WHY AMAZON AND NOT ANOTHER COMPANY?
The Port reviewed more than 20 proposals before bringing Amazon to the Commission. Three criteria drove the selection:

	Financial Strength
AWS is the world's dominant cloud provider. If the current data center wave consolidates or a bubble forms, Amazon does not walk away. Smaller operators would.

Demonstrated Stewardship — Not Promises
Amazon's track record in Umatilla, Hermiston, and Port of Morrow is documented and verifiable. The Umatilla pipeline and Hermiston groundwater storage expansion are real, operating projects — not future commitments.

Long-Term Commitment
The land sale has closed. Amazon does not exit operational data center campuses. This is a 25-year economic relationship, not a short-term lease.



AMAZON'S PROVEN WATER TRACK RECORD IN THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST
1. Umatilla, OR: Amazon's 7-mile pipeline provides cooling water to 10,400 farmland acres at no charge to local farmers
1. Hermiston, OR: Amazon-funded groundwater storage expands summer water availability for all users by 100 million gallons per year
1. AWS Water Efficiency (2024): 0.15 L/kWh — 58% better than the cloud industry average (Amazon 2024 Sustainability Report)
1. No construction begins until a formal water use agreement is negotiated and in place


SAFEGUARDS ALREADY IN PLACE
1. We are the most heavily regulated state in the nation, and the SEPA review will be conducted by the State who has experience in large-scale projects like Boeing, Microsoft, etc.
1. No construction can begin until a full SEPA review is complete — including public comment, agency review, and wildlife impact evaluation
1. The SEPA review is the next step, which is essentially the moratorium to make sure all on the same page prior to permits being issued
1. The facts do not support the fear being spread out there at this time. I’ve been able to find NO facts supporting this project adversely affecting our Water, Energy costs, environment, or rural way of life. In fact, the current facts support the idea that it will potentially enhance most, if not all, of those.
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